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	   But	  one	  might	  ask	  how	  a	  Jesuit	  university	  is	  to	  achieve	  this	  ultimate	  learning	  outcome.	  	  What	  I	  
would	  like	  to	  do	  here	  is	  to	  expand	  on	  my	  earlier	  proposition	  that	  a	  distinctively	  Jesuit	  education	  should	  
be	  engaged,	  integrated	  and	  global.	  

	   Jesuit	  education	  has	  engaged	  mind,	  heart,	  and	  hands	  since	  the	  16th	  century	  when	  St.	  Ignatius	  



4	  
	  

and	  form	  our	  students	  in	  the	  gradual	  but	  steady	  process	  of	  moving	  from	  late	  adolescence	  into	  young	  
adulthood.	  

	   But	  again,	  much	  more.	  	  We	  also	  know	  that	  any	  university	  that	  claims—as	  we	  surely	  do—to	  
educate	  and	  form	  the	  whole	  person	  cannot	  pretend	  that	  the	  religious	  life	  of	  that	  person	  is	  somehow	  an	  
optional	  or	  accidental	  dimension	  that	  can	  be	  relegated	  to	  the	  sidelines	  or	  attended	  to	  as	  an	  
afterthought.	  	  Rather,	  the	  experience	  of	  a	  Jesuit	  education	  can	  and	  should	  provide	  our	  students	  with	  the	  
tools	  and	  opportunities	  to	  develop	  the	  habits	  of	  mind	  and	  heart	  that	  will	  enable	  them	  to	  encounter	  the	  
living	  God.	  	  Only	  in	  this	  most	  important	  of	  all	  encounters	  will	  our	  students	  discover	  the	  truth	  about	  
themselves	  as	  well	  as	  the	  meaning	  and	  implications	  of	  the	  call	  that	  comes	  with	  being	  a	  human	  being.	  	  

	   In	  the	  words	  of	  Georgetown	  Jesuits	  reflecting	  on	  undergraduate	  education	  at	  Georgetown:	  	  
“The	  journey	  of	  selfhood	  should	  also	  ideally	  include	  the	  cultivation	  of	  a	  freedom	  to	  choose	  our	  truest	  
selves.”10	  	  Promoting	  this	  project	  of	  self-‐discovery	  and	  discerning	  one’s	  deepest	  vocation	  is	  consistent	  
with	  our	  University’s	  vision	  to	  “provide	  a	  superior,	  transformational	  learning	  experience,	  preparing	  
students	  who	  .	  .	  .	  will	  ‘set	  the	  world	  on	  fire.’’’	  	  The	  task	  of	  providing	  these	  tools	  and	  opportunities	  is	  not	  
the	  job	  of	  any	  single	  office	  or	  division	  of	  the	  University.	  	  Rather,	  this	  task	  is	  the	  focus	  of	  our	  entire	  
University	  community	  and	  is	  arguably	  our	  raison	  d’etre	  as	  a	  Jesuit	  university.	  

	   So	  Jesuit	  universities	  in	  the	  21st	  century	  should	  be	  about	  student	  formation.	  	  Jesuit	  schools	  have	  
long	  had	  “a	  keen	  interest	  in	  formative	  concerns	  and	  in	  the	  ways	  in	  which	  such	  concerns	  intersect	  
academic	  work.”11	  	  Robust	  collaboration	  between	  academic	  and	  student	  affairs	  and	  the	  continued	  
vitality	  of	  general	  education	  on	  Jesuit	  campuses	  highlight	  this	  concern	  for	  formation	  among	  
undergraduates.	  	  As	  we	  educate	  students	  we	  aim	  to	  invite	  them	  into	  a	  broader	  formational	  experience	  
that	  will	  enable	  them	  to	  grow	  into	  human	  beings	  of	  a	  certain	  kind,	  blessed	  with	  gifts	  of	  heart,	  mind	  and	  
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	   As	  a	  university	  community,	  we	  gather	  to	  create	  new	  knowledge,	  to	  expand	  understanding	  by	  
engaging	  in	  teaching	  and	  learning,	  and	  to	  promote	  the	  public	  good.	  	  But	  our	  living	  tradition	  at	  The	  
University	  of	  Scranton	  calls	  us	  deeper,	  to	  do	  more.	  	  	  Make	  no	  mistake:	  	  The	  students	  who	  show	  up	  on	  
our	  campus	  every	  fall,	  filling	  our	  residence	  halls	  and	  classrooms	  with	  energy,	  our	  work	  and	  teaching	  with	  
meaning,	  are	  first	  and	  foremost	  children	  of	  God.	  	  They	  are	  created	  out	  of	  love,	  called	  to	  love	  and	  
destined	  for	  love.	  	  It	  is	  our	  job	  to	  help	  them	  recognize	  that	  truth	  about	  themselves	  and,	  further,	  to	  help	  


